Endoscopically assisted management of mandibular condylar fractures.
Endoscopic-assisted open reduction/internal fixation of mandibular condylar fractures is a viable alternative to traditional closed or open reduction techniques. However, case selection is important. Ideally, the fracture undergoing EAORIF should be easily manipulated into reduction and have enough stable bone on either side of the fracture to support a bone plate. It is important to note that in all reprinted studies, authors note a steep "learning curve" with the EAORIF technique. Identical procedures took the novice surgeon two to three times as long when compared with an experienced surgeon. EAORIF is a technique that should be included in the armamentarium of the maxillofacial trauma surgeon when treating mandibular condylar fractures.